
M
em

b
ers 

of 
th

e 
“H

istory
 

C
ircle”

w
ere treated

 to an
 in

sid
ers’ look

 at th
e

p
ast, p

resen
t an

d
 fu

tu
re of th

e M
u

-
seu

m
’s op

eration
s on

 M
ay

 19.
T

h
e

 
n

e
w

ly
-n

a
m

e
d

 
su

p
p

o
rt 

le
v

e
l

m
em

b
ers w

ere g
u

id
ed

 th
rou

g
h

 th
e M

u
-

seu
m

 w
h

ere th
ey

 h
eard

 p
resen

tation
s

on
 collection

 care, m
ain

ten
an

ce of th
e

1887 b
u

ild
in

g
, storag

e of artifacts an
d

fu
tu

re d
ev

elop
m

en
t.

E
d

 A
u

stin
 an

d
 M

arie N
au

g
h

ton
 of In

-
terp

retiv
e E

x
h

ib
its, a S

alem
 m

u
seu

m
consulting and exhibit frabrication com

-
pany, talked about plans for the updating
an

d
 ex

p
an

sion
 of th

e first floor ex
h

ib
it

area. Interpretive E
xhibits w

as hired by
th

e M
u

seu
m

’s b
oard

 last fall to en
h

an
ce

th
e ex

istin
g

 p
u

b
lic v

iew
in

g
 area. T

h
e

p
roject in

clu
d

es a d
etailed

 p
lan

 for th
e

entire exhibit area and com
pletion of the

first p
h

ase b
y

 th
e en

d
 of th

e y
ear.

F
u

tu
re id

eas for th
e d

ev
elop

m
en

t of a
portion of the second floor into a display
g

allery
 

w
ere 

also 
p

rev
iew

ed
. 

B
oard

chairm
an John B

uchner talked about the
M

u
seu

m
 b

ein
g

 a fu
tu

re recip
ien

t of a
m

ajor local art collection
. T

h
e p

rog
ram

w
as follow

ed
 b

y
 h

ors d
’oeu

v
res. M

ore
th

an
 30 d

on
ors w

ere in
 atten

d
an

ce.
T

h
is w

as th
e first ev

en
t for “H

istory
C

ircle” m
em

b
ers sin

ce its d
esig

n
ation

last y
ear. T

o q
u

alify
 for m

em
b

ersh
ip

,

in
d

iv
id

u
als 

or 
cou

p
les 

con
trib

u
te 

a
m

in
im

u
m

 of $250 an
n

u
ally.

M
ary

 Jacq
 B

u
rck

, ch
air of th

e d
ev

el-
op

m
en

t com
m

ittee, org
an

ized
 th

e ev
en

t
w

ith
 

assistan
ce 

from
 

th
e 

M
u

seu
m

’s
staff an

d
 oth

er v
olu

n
teers.

In
sid

ers also g
ot a close look

 at re-

cen
tly

 com
p

leted
 p

rojects, in
clu

d
in

g
th

e rep
ain

tin
g

 of th
e M

u
seu

m
 b

u
ild

-
in

g
’s ex

terior, p
ain

tin
g

 an
d

 rep
air of

secon
d

 floor w
alls, th

e ad
d

ition
 of sev

-
eral can

op
ies ov

er en
tran

ces an
d

 th
e in

-
stallation

 of a secon
d

-floor h
eatin

g
 an

d
air con

d
ition

in
g

 sy
stem

. 

B
Y

 JA
C

K
 G

IL
L
E
S
P

IE
M

U
S

E
U

M
 M

E
M

B
E

R

E
ach

 tim
e I w

alk
 or d

riv
e d

ow
n

 F
irst A

v
en

u
e

an
d

 com
e to B

road
alb

in
 S

treet, I feel som
e-

th
in

g
 is m

issin
g

.
S

om
eth

in
g

 IS
 m

issin
g

 —
fou

r stories of of-
fice b

u
ild

in
g

s on
ce atop

 th
e W

ells F
arg

o B
an

k
(th

en
 th

e F
irst N

ation
al B

an
k

) on
 th

e sou
th

w
est

corn
er of F

irst an
d

 B
road

alb
in

.
In

 th
e late 1930s, w

h
en

 b
u

d
d

y
 H

arold
 an

d
 I

w
ere eig

h
t or n

in
e y

ears old
 an

d
 “tu

rn
ed

 loose”
d

ow
n

tow
n

, w
e w

ou
ld

 d
ash

 to th
e sou

th
east cor-

n
er of th

e b
an

k
 b

u
ild

in
g

 w
h

ere th
e elev

ator
w

as located
 to “ru

n
 a race.”

T
h

e elev
ator op

erator w
as a y

ou
n

g
, frien

d
ly

g
irl w

h
o seem

ed
 to b

e alw
ay

s read
in

g
 a b

ook
,

ev
en

 w
h

en
 tak

in
g

 th
e lift u

p
 an

d
 d

ow
n

. W
e

w
ou

ld
 g

iv
e h

er a floor n
u

m
b

er an
d

 u
p

 sh
e

w
ou

ld
 tak

e u
s w

ith
ou

t say
in

g
 a w

ord
.

U
p

on
 reach

in
g

 ou
r floor, w

e w
ou

ld
 ju

m
p

 ou
t

an
d

 sp
eed

 d
ow

n
 th

e steel sp
iral staircase ad

-
join

in
g

 th
e elev

ator sh
aft, th

e elev
ator g

irl h
ad

alread
y

 
retu

rn
ed

 
to 

th
e 

b
ottom

 
floor 

an
d

w
ou

ld
 b

e read
in

g
 h

er b
ook

. It w
as a race w

e
n

ev
er w

on
, b

u
t w

e k
ep

t try
in

g
.

D
u

rin
g

 th
e sch

ool y
ear, it w

as req
u

ired
 th

at
each

 g
rad

e sch
ool stu

d
en

t b
e in

ocu
lated

 for d
is-

eases p
rev

alen
t at th

e tim
e. Y

ou
 d

id
n

’t ju
st g

et
a sh

ot as y
ou

 d
o tod

ay. Y
ou

 w
en

t to a d
octor’s of-

fice in
 th

e b
an

k
 b

u
ild

in
g

 w
h

ere h
e w

ou
ld

 p
ok

e a
num

ber of needle holes into your upper arm
 and

shoot som
ething into each hole to im

m
unize you

from
 a n

u
m

b
er of d

iseases for a len
g

th
 of tim

e.
A

 scar w
ou

ld
 rem

ain
 for y

ears.
A

s I g
ot old

er, I m
ad

e a n
u

m
b

er of trip
s to th

e
m

u
lti-story

 b
an

k
 b

u
ild

in
g

 for v
ariou

s reason
s.

I once w
ent to a loan com

pany there to see
about borrow

ing som
e m

oney. I w
as asked if I

had a job and I said “no, not at the m
om

ent.” T
he

loan officer shook his head and w
alked aw

ay.
A

n
oth

er tim
e I w

en
t to con

su
lt a law

y
er on

on
e of th

e u
p

p
er floors of th

e b
u

ild
in

g
 ab

ou
t

su
in

g
 a fellow

 w
h

o h
ad

 tak
en

 m
y

 car an
d

w
reck

ed
 it. H

e ask
ed

 ab
ou

t th
e w

reck
ed

 car
an

d
 I told

 h
im

 it w
as a 1935 P

ly
m

ou
th

 w
orth

ab
ou

t $95. T
h

e law
y

er look
ed

 at m
e, sh

ook
 h

is
h

ead
 an

d
 d

isap
p

eared
.

I h
eard

 th
at a g

irl I lik
ed

 w
as w

ork
in

g
 for a

fou
rth

 floor d
en

tist. I n
eed

ed
 a b

it of d
en

tal
w

ork
 so I m

ad
e an

 ap
p

oin
tm

en
t so I w

ou
ld

 h
av

e
a ch

an
ce to talk

 to h
er. I w

en
t to m

y
 ap

p
oin

t-
m

en
t an

d
 w

as q
u

ick
ly

 p
u

t in
 a ch

air an
d

 m
y

m
ou

th
 b

raced
 op

en
 as th

e w
ork

 w
as d

on
e.

L
esson

s learn
ed

: 
Y

ou can’t borrow
 m

oney unless you have som
e.

Y
ou

 can
’t su

e for $95.
Y

ou
 can

’t flirt w
ith

 y
ou

r m
ou

th
 b

raced
 op

en
.

A
n

d
, th

ere is n
o w

ay
 to ou

tru
n

 an
 elev

ator!
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A

lbany, O
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O
pen

M
onday through F

riday:
N

oon to 4 p.m
.

Saturdays: 
10 a.m

. to 2 p.m
.

F
ree A

dm
ission

D
onations W

elcom
ed

541-967-7122
e-m

ail:
arm

useum
@

peak.org
w

ebsite:
w

w
w

.arm
useum

.com

M
u
se

u
m

 D
ire

c
to

rs:
John B

uchner,
C

hairm
an

Larry B
ardell,

Vice C
hairm

an
M

ichael K
ok,

Treasurer
M

ary Jacq B
urck,

S
ecretary

M
ary A

rnett
G

erald B
rennem

an
Linda E

llsw
orth

D
avid Fitchett

M
ichael M

artin
K

im
 S

ass
Joe S

im
on

D
arrel Tedisch

L
ia

iso
n
s
:

R
ebecca B

ond
A

lbany Visitors A
ssoc.

Linda E
llsw

orth
Linn G

enealogical S
oc.

S
ta

ff:

Tam
i S

neddon,
A

dm
. C

oordinator
Jennifer Jam

eson,
C

ollections Specialist
P

eggy K
ow

al,
C

lerk
---

K
im

 Jackson, E
ditor

S
hannon Leland-W

illard,
B

ookkeeper

L
o
o
k
in

g
 B

a
ck

: Som
e lessons learned

R
eturn S

ervice R
equested

B
Y

 E
D

W
A

R
D

 L
O

Y
M

U
S

E
U

M
 M

E
M

B
E

R

F
ly

in
g

 
w

ood
 

ch
ip

s 
from

w
ood

sm
en

’s ax
es, sh

ow
ers of

saw
d

u
st from

 h
u

g
e b

u
ck

in
g

saw
s, an

d
 ch

eerin
g

 th
ron

g
s

of log
g

in
g

 sp
orts fan

s are a
fam

iliar p
art of th

e h
istory

of A
lb

an
y.

T
h

e M
id

-W
illam

ette T
im

-
b

er 
C

arn
iv

al 
of 

1941, 
th

e
b

rain
ch

ild
 of th

e ch
am

b
er of

com
m

erce, ev
olv

ed
 in

to th
e

lon
g

-ru
n

n
in

g
 W

orld
 C

h
am

p
i-

on
sh

ip
 T

im
b

er C
arn

iv
al. It

w
as a b

ig
 sh

ow
 th

at reflected
th

e ch
aracter of th

e com
m

u
-

n
ity

 of th
at d

ay
 an

d
 d

rew
m

an
y

 th
ou

san
d

s of p
eop

le.
H

ow
ev

er, 
it 

w
as 

n
ot 

A
l-

b
an

y
’s first tim

b
er festiv

al. 
A

 m
u

ch
 earlier, less am

b
i-

tiou
s 

ev
en

t 
took

 
p

lace 
in

1901, on
 S

ep
tem

b
er 4 an

d
 5.

T
h

a
t’s 

w
h

e
n

 
A

lb
a

n
y

’s
W

illam
ette C

am
p

 N
o. 5465 of

th
e 

W
ood

m
en

 
of 

A
m

erica
stag

ed
 a celeb

ration
 th

at fea-
tu

red
 a p

arad
e, a g

ran
d

 b
all,

an
d

 ch
op

p
in

g
, saw

in
g

, an
d

log
 rollin

g
 con

tests.
T

h
e W

ood
m

en
 of A

m
erica

w
as a n

ation
al fratern

al b
en

-
efit society

 fou
n

d
ed

 in
 Iow

a
in

 
1883 

b
y

 
Josep

h
 

C
u

llen
R

oot. A
fter h

earin
g

 an
 in

-
sp

irin
g

 serm
on

 ex
tollin

g
 th

e
sk

ills an
d

 lab
or of th

e m
en

w
h

o
 

c
le

a
re

d
 

th
e

 
la

n
d

 
o

f

tre
e

s 
fo

r 
h

o
m

e
ste

a
d

in
g

,
R

oot d
ecid

ed
 to in

corp
orate

log
g

in
g

 th
em

es in
to h

is or-
g

an
ization

. 
H

e 
en

cou
rag

ed
th

e 
local 

ch
ap

ters 
of 

th
e

W
ood

m
en

, 
called

 
“cam

p
s,”

to h
old

 com
m

u
n

ity
-b

u
ild

in
g

e
v

e
n

ts 
su

c
h

 
a

s 
p

a
ra

d
e

s,
b

a
se

b
a

ll 
g

a
m

e
s, 

a
n

d
, 

in
w

ood
ed

 
reg

ion
s, 

forestry
sk

ills com
p

etition
s.

A
 1942 w

ar
bond sale
features song
and dance
by A

lbany
first-grader
Janet
M

cD
onald

A
 fe

w
 y

e
a
rs

 la
te

r, 
a
s
 a

 y
o

u
n

g
 b

rid
e
,

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 ro

ck
 ‘n

 ro
ll

s
in

g
e
r E

lv
is

 P
re

s
le

y
’s

firs
t s

e
c
re

ta
ry

 in
M

e
m

p
h

is
,T

N
. 

F
o

r th
e
 s

to
ry

, 
S

e
e
 P

a
g

e
 2

Tim
ber festival roots go back

to 1901

H
istory C

ircle
m

em
bers get

insiders’ look

Continued
on Page 7 
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BY ADDIE MAGUIRE
MUSEUM INTERN

In the fall of 1955, Janet
(McDonald Young) Canton be-
came a secretary. Any girl at
the time surely would have
been envious of Janet’s em-
ployer, Elvis Presley. Perhaps
she was lucky because she
didn’t know her luck at the
time, and was not like many
southern girls who would
have swooned at The King’s
feet. Nevertheless, the native
Albany girl made her spot in
history simply by typing let-
ters and organizing fan mail.

When she was a little girl
living with her parents on
Calapooia Street, Janet Mc-
Donald recalls that her
house was the last on the
block until housing was
needed for veterans after
World War II. She attended
Albany High School, gradu-
ating in 1954, the last class
before the school was rebuilt
on Queen Avenue (now
known as West Albany High
School). She married her
high school sweetheart, Ron
Young, and moved to Mem-
phis, TN, where he had
joined the Marine Corps.

Growing up in Albany,
Janet was a seasoned per-
former starting at the age of
five. She performed for sol-
diers at the USO (United
Service Organizations)
building at First Avenue and
Lyon Street, the Victory Cen-

ter at First and Broadalbin
Street, and at the nearby
Army base, Camp Adair.

She would sing and dance
with groups and sometimes
perform solo. Janet said, “I
remember the first time one
of the soldiers asked me to
dance. I said, ‘I don’t know
how to dance.’ And he an-
swered, ‘Well, just stand on
my shoes, and I’ll do the
steps.’ I replied, ‘that’ll ruin
your shine!’ ‘It doesn’t mat-
ter,’ he said ‘I can shine
them up again,’ And so that
was the way the soldiers
danced with us little kids.”

Janet also was a part of a
roller skating team in Al-
bany. Two of her teammates,

the Hadley twins, who com-
peted in the 1960 Winter
Olympics in pairs ice figure
skating, were killed in a 1961
plane crash on their way to
Belgium to compete in the
World Championships.

When Janet moved with
her husband to Memphis,
she was a new wife and
needed a job. She went to
the employment office and
the clerk pulled out a file
card that said, “Young
singer needs secretary.”
Janet was interviewed by
the rock ‘n’ roll singer’s
manager, Bob Neil. Needless
to say, she was hired on the
spot and was sent to work in
the pink and black office of
the up- and-coming singer
Presley.

Her secretary duties were
to open and read fan mail,
write letters concerning
Presley’s tours and sign
Elvis’s pictures with his sig-
nature. “I had to autograph
his pictures, and I learned to
copy his signature.” Janet
recalls with a smile, “You
couldn’t read what the name
was there, but I did pretty
well with the copy.” She did
get to meet Elvis when he
would come into the office
occasionally. The first time
they met, she described him
as being “very nice, very sin-
cere. He looked very tired. I
think he had just arrived
back from a tour the night

before.”
Eventually, Mrs. Young

learned that Elvis would sign
a recording agreement with
RCA Victor and a movie con-
tract with Warner Brothers.
This was the turning point in
Elvis’s career.

The signing day, as she re-
membered, was something
special. “Elvis came to the
office with his parents, who
I met for the first time,”
Janet said. “Elvis was very
close to his mother, he was
so fond of her and spoke of
her so lovingly. I just felt so
fortunate for having met
them… like I had witnessed
something special.”

Her job coming to a close,
Janet was given the great
compliment of continuing
her work for Elvis in
Nashville, TN. Of course,
she stayed with her husband
in Memphis but was flat-
tered by the offer. Elvis had
recently purchased his
Graceland mansion and in-
vited her to visit. Unfortu-
nately, she was unable to be
received at his home
because the guards mistook
her as one of the The King’s
many swooning fans.

Janet and her current hus-
band Alan Canton reside in
Albany, but she has fond
memories of  The King.

—Addie Maguire, a senior at Oregon
State University, served as an intern at the
Albany Regional Museum spring term 2011.

Revenue for the Albany Re-
gional Museum in 2011 is pro-
jected at $108,000, according to
the budget document pre-
sented by the finance commit-
tee and approved by the mu-
seum board of directors Janu-
ary 4.

Expenses total $92,400. Both
income and expenses have
been reduced from the 2010
budget, reflecting less fore-
casted revenue and an ex-
pected decrease in endowment
earnings. 

The 2010 budget numbers
were $113,500 for revenue and

$106,000 for expenses.
Carryover building improve-

ments, begun in 2010, will add
an additional $70,000 to spend-
ing from reserves. 

These improvements include
the addition of heating and air
conditioning to the second floor
of the Museum building,
awnings for the north and
south sides of the building and
remodeling of the former retail
rental space for a meeting
room and restrooms.

Other spending totaling
$60,000 for the first phase of an
exhibit area update will also

come from reserve funds.
Treasurer Michael Kok says

that the Museum has grown its
reserves over the years to han-
dle the building and exhibit
projects with the assistance of
several grants. 

However, income for basic
operations continues to depend
on memberships, cash gifts,
parking space rent and endow-
ment earnings.

“These are tough economic
times and the Museum must
maintain strong membership
and gift income to meet our ex-
penses,” Kok said. 

Albany native signed The King’s autograph

Janet Canton 

and Addie Maguire

Museum ‘11 budget reflects economy GIFT IDEAS 
New books and

videos available for
purchase at the
Museum include
John Baker’s DVD
on Camp Adair and
Mona Waibel’s
“Sweet Home Good
Old Days III.” The
Museum’s pub-
lished illustrated
history of the
Albany World
Championship
Timber Carnival
also is among 
offerings.



Collecting buttons was the subject
of the annual Albany Regional Mu-
seum membership tea April 15.

Attendees
numbered 58
with male
members of the
board of direc-
tors serving the
refreshments.

This was the
fifth tea spon-
sored by the
Museum.

Ilse Chris-
tensen of Cor-
vallis shared
her expertise
with buttons
and traced the
history of but-

ton collecting around the world.
In addition to the Museum staff of

Tami Sneddon, Jennifer Jameson and
Peggy Kowal, volunteers who helped
with the event included Shannon Le-
land-Willard, Mary Arnett, Mary Jacq
Burck, Evonne Rutherford, Nancy
Lochner and intern Carri Body.

Spring 2011 Albany Old Times Page 3

Button
collecting
featured at
annual tea

Board member Joe Simon was among several men
who served refreshments.

Button speaker Ilse Christensen.

Museum exhibit area was scene of 2011 membership tea.

Bev Haven and Betty Thorn admire button jewelry.

One table setting
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G
row

ing 
up 

in 
N

orth 
A

lbany,
passing 

by 
the 

P
eacock 

H
ouse

w
as 

a 
com

m
on 

occurrence 
for

m
e. F

or several years, I w
as under

the im
pression that it had earned

its nam
e by being hom

e to a large
group of colorful fow

l. M
y m

other
eventually set the record straight,
inform

ing m
e that a fam

ily called
the P

eacocks once occupied the
house. M

y friends and I w
ere con-

vinced that the house w
as haunted

a
n

d
 

sp
e

n
t 

se
ve

ra
l 

a
fte

rn
o

o
n

s
standing 

in 
front 

of 
it, 

daring
each other to go inside, but never
having the courage to actually go
through w

ith it.
O

nce 
the 

P
eacock 

H
ouse 

w
as

uncerem
oniously 

torn 
dow

n 
to

m
ake 

w
ay 

for 
R

ay’s 
S

hopping
C

enter, the m
yths and legends I

had heard drifted to the back of
m

y m
ind. H

ow
ever, every once in

a w
hile, a m

eandering m
em

ory of
the house ignites a series of ques-
tions in m

y head: W
ho w

ere the
P

eacocks? W
hat did they do? W

hat
is the history behind the lost land-
m

ark?
W

illiam
 F. P

eacock w
as born in

A
rbroath, S

cotland, in 1845. H
e

later 
im

m
igrated 

to 
the 

U
nited

S
tates and purchased 20 acres in

N
orth A

lbany w
ith his w

ife, M
ary

E
. W

hetstone. T
he house w

as con-
structed in tw

o phases, the first of
w

hich 
began 

in 
1885. 

T
he 

back
portion w

as built before the front
of 

the 
house. 

W
illiam

 
P

eacock
m

ade his living as a farm
er, and

planted a w
ide variety of crops

across his property. 
P

eacock grew
 grapes, w

alnuts,
rhubarb, cauliflow

er and even had
an orchard full of apple and pear
trees. S

om
e of the cherry trees he

planted still rem
ain at the site of

the house today, as w
ell as a sin-

gle, 
ironically 

large, 
m

iniature
hickory.

T
he back portion of the house

contained room
s essential for liv-

ing 
—

kitchen, 
bathroom

s, 
bed-

room
s —

and provided a sim
ple

shelter 
for 

the 
P

eacock 
fam

ily
w

hen they w
eren’t occupied w

ith
their 

farm
ing 

duties. 
T

he 
front

section 
of 

the 
house 

contained
less practical room

s, including a
living room

, w
here the P

eacocks
spent m

uch of their leisure tim
e,

and a parlor. T
he parlor is rem

em
-

bered by W
illiam

 P
eacock’s grand-

daughter, 
Irene 

G
ithens, 

for 
its

beauty. T
here w

as an organ and a
piano, and she loved sim

ply being
in the glam

orous room
. B

y all ac-
counts, the P

eacock H
ouse w

as a
grand sight to behold in its prim

e:
a long series of steps led to the
front door, w

hich had “W
m

 P
ea-

cock” inscribed about it in ornate
glittering gold lettering.

D
e

scrib
e

d
 

a
s 

a
 

h
o

b
b

yist,
W

illiam
 P

eacock had interests in
photography and taxiderm

y. W
hile

th
e

 
cla

im
 

w
a

s 
n

e
ve

r 
ve

rifie
d

,
W

illiam
 insisted that w

hen panes
of glass that m

ade up his green-
house roof broke, he w

ould repair
the 

holes 
by 

patching 
them

 
up

w
ith glass negatives from

 photo-
graphs he had taken. A

dditionally,
he used som

e of the leftover glass
fro

m
 

th
e

 
co

n
stru

ctio
n

 
o

f 
th

e
greenhouse to design and build a
sm

all 
projector 

run 
by 

candle-
light, w

hich he referred to as his
“m

agic lantern.”
P

eacock built a darkroom
 inside

the house and experim
ented w

ith
different 

m
ethods 

of 
photogra-

phy, including a few
 clever cam

-
era tricks he cam

e up w
ith him

-
self. G

ithens recalls a picture of
one of the P

eacock sons standing
on both the left and right sides of
a chair. A

lso an am
ateur taxider-

m
ist, he kept a long glass display

case full of all sorts of dead ani-
m

als w
hich he had killed and pre-

pared, including birds, pheasants,
beavers, squirrels, and even foxes. 

P
eacock w

as a perfectionist and
kept all the plants in his yard and
in his orchard in im

m
aculate con-

dition. T
he property w

as perfectly
m

anicured; it w
as his pride and

joy. Ironically, the very plants he
w

orked so hard to m
aintain over-

ran his property after his death.
D

espite its stately appearance,
th

e
 

P
e

a
co

ck 
H

o
u

se
 

w
a

s 
n

o
stra

n
g

e
r 

to
 

tra
g

e
d

y. 
W

illia
m

’s
w

ife, M
ary, died from

 labor com
-

plications shortly after delivering
the 

couple’s 
13th 

child 
in 

1901.
W

illiam
 rem

arried later that sam
e

year. Just a few
 years later, P

ea-
cock w

as digging a w
ell on the

property 
w

ith 
tw

o 
of 

his 
sons,

W
illiam

 H
. and A

sa. A
sa w

as dig-
ging inside the hole, w

hile P
ea-

cock and W
illiam

 H
. w

ere on the
sides, 

scraping 
dirt 

aw
ay. 

O
ne

side of the hole caved in, leaving
A

sa buried under seven feet of
d

irt. 
W

illia
m

 
H

. 
im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

jum
ped in to save his brother only

to have the other side collapse on
him

, leaving both m
en dead.

T
he father continued to live a

quiet life after the death of his
sons, 

farm
ing 

and 
pursuing 

his
hobbies until his ow

n death in 1941
at the age of 96.

T
he P

eacock H
ouse I grew

 up
w

ith w
as alw

ays in a sad state of
utter 

disrepair. 
W

indow
s 

w
ere

broken, doors w
ere m

issing, and
the structure itself w

as badly di-
lapidated. I didn’t pay m

uch atten-
tion w

hen it w
as dem

olished to
m

ake w
ay for the shopping center.

H
ow

ever, I have found that the
saying “you don’t know

 w
hat you

have until it’s gone” rings true:
after researching the history be-
hind the building and the fam

ily, I
find it a bit tragic that it w

as sim
-

ply done aw
ay w

ith. I w
ish I could

have seen it in all its grandeur,
w

hen it w
as considered one of the

m
ost beautiful hom

es in A
lbany.

S
ources

: M
eza, S

hannon. “
T

his O
ld H

ouse
.”

A
lbany D

em
ocrat-H

erald, 2-29-04. V
arious

handw
ritten notes at the A

lbany R
egional M

useum
.

Illustrator w
as born 

in A
lbany in 1894

B
Y

 LIN
D

A
 A

. E
LLS

W
O

R
T

H
M

U
S

E
U

M
 B

O
A

R
D

 M
E

M
B

E
R

H
is 

illustrations 
have 

been 
de-

scribed as bizarre, w
eird, creepy,

e
ro

tic 
a

n
d

 
fa

n
ta

stica
l. 

N
o

rm
a

n
R

ockw
ell, he w

asn’t.
M

ahlon C
. B

laine w
as born June

16, 1894, to W
ilson R

. and C
arrie

B
lain in A

lbany. T
he W

ilson L. B
lain

fam
ily had com

e to Linn C
ounty in

1850, 
settling 

near 
B

row
nsville.

A
fter the death of their father in

1861, the fam
ily m

oved to A
lbany.

Leighton 
E

. 
B

lain 
w

ent 
to 

w
ork

clerking for S
.E

. Y
oung. In 1865, he

founded 
the 

B
lain 

C
lothing 

C
o.,

w
hich 

w
ould 

be 
in 

business 
for

m
ore than 100 years.
W

ilson 
R

. 
B

lain 
taught 

in 
area

schools, then w
ent to w

ork for his
brother Leighton. In 1891, W

ilson
m

arried C
arrie C

ham
berlain. T

hey
are listed in the 1900 and 1905 cen-
sus, 

but 
by 

1910 
they 

w
ere 

di-
vorced. 

In 
the 

A
pril 

16, 
1910, 

census,
M

ahlon B
lain is listed w

ith his fa-
ther; four days later he is listed
w

ith C
laude Jack, his stepfather in

Tacom
a, W

A
. T

his is just the begin-
ning 

of 
the 

m
any 

m
ysteries 

of
M

ahlon.
E

xactly w
hy and w

hen he added
the ‘e’ to B

lain is not know
n, but it

first appears on his W
orld W

ar I
draft registration. H

e is living w
ith

his 
m

other 
in 

D
illy 

(W
ashington

C
ounty), O

R
. H

e says he is blind in
his left eye.

S
om

etim
e in 1915 or 1916 W

ilson
R

. 
B

lain 
m

oved 
to 

D
ayton, 

O
H

,
w

here he died on A
pril 28, 1920. B

y
then M

ahlon is living in P
ortland

w
ith his m

other, C
arrie Jack. B

oth
he and his stepfather gave their oc-
cu

p
a

tio
n

 
a

s 
“a

rtists.” 
In

 
1

9
2

1
,

M
ahlon applied for a passport in

Los 
A

ngeles 
to 

travel 
to 

M
exico

C
ity for an art exhibition.
In 1926, he m

oved to N
ew

 Y
ork

C
ity and w

as successful in being
hired to illustrate the book 

Lim
e-

h
o

u
se

 
N

ig
h

ts
b

y
T

h
o

m
a

s 
B

u
rke

. 
In

1929, 
he 

illustrated
th

e
 

b
o

o
k, 

B
la

ck
M

ajesty
by John V

an-
der 

C
ook, 

w
hich 

by
1932 

had 
sold 

over
500,000 copies. O

ther
books 

he 
illustrated

include 
T

he Tattooed
M

a
n

b
y 

H
o

w
a

rd
P

e
a

se
, 

B
e

n
 

H
u

r
Lam

pm
an’s 

H
ere C

om
es S

om
ebody

,
and several E

dgar R
ice B

urroughs
n

o
ve

ls 
re

issu
e

d
 

in
 

1
9

6
2

 
w

ith
M

ahlon’s illustrations. F
or a m

ore
com

plete listing of the books he il-
lustrated plus exam

ples of his art,
go 

to 
the 

w
eb 

site: 
w

w
w

.erbzine
.com

/m
ag8/0880.htm

l.
In 

1930, 
records 

show
 

that 
he

live
d

 
in

 
M

a
n

h
a

tta
n

, 
N

Y
, 

w
ith

T
helm

a L. B
laine, age 24. H

e w
as 36

a
n

d
 

m
a

rrie
d

, 
p

re
su

m
a

b
ly, 

to
T

helm
a. H

is occupation w
as illus-

trator. 
In an interview

 in the M
orning

O
regonian

, A
ug. 27, 1932, there is a

picture of him
 and T

helm
a. In this

interview
, 

he 
rem

i-
n

isce
n

ce
d

 
a

b
o

u
t

w
orking at 

T
he O

re-
gonian

in 1912 as a
co

p
y 

b
o

y. 
H

e
 

th
e

n
w

a
s 

tra
n

sfe
rre

d
 

to
the 

art 
departm

ent
w

here he claim
s he

received his “first in-
stru

ctio
n

 
in

 
d

ra
w

-
ing.” H

ow
ever, in the

l909-10 
A

lbany 
C

ity
D

irectory, M
ahlon C

. B
laine is listed

as a cartoonist.

W
hat happened to T

helm
a is not

know
n. In her picture, she looks tall

and thin, like the w
om

en in m
any of

his illustrations. M
ahlon continued

to provide illustrations for books
and m

agazines for the rest of his
life, becom

ing m
ore and m

ore a re-
cluse. H

e died in 1969.

Tw
o 

books 
have 

been 
w

ritten
about him

: 
T

he A
rt of M

ahlon B
laine

b
y 

G
e

rsh
o

n
 

L
e

g
m

a
n

, 
P

e
re

g
rin

e
P

ress, 
c1982 

and 
T

he 
O

utlandish
A

rt of M
ahlon B

laine
, ed. by B

rian
J. H

unt, G
B

 G
raphics, c2009.

P
age 4 

A
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S
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S
pring 2011 

A
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O
ur m

ission statem
ent:

“To preserve, exhibit and encourage know
ledge of the history and culture of A

lbany, O
regon, 

and its im
m

ediate surroundings through collection of artifacts, docum
ents and photographs.

M
any m

ysteries follow
 

the life of M
ahlon B

lain(e)

S
elf portrait

of the artist
H

is passport
photo

P
O

T
T

S
C

O
LLE

C
T

IO
N

T
he N

orth A
lbany hom

e of W
illiam

 F. P
eacock, seen in 1908

P
eacock

H
ouse: A

grand sight in its prim
e

C
uriosity leads to research project

E
ach year students of the A

dvance P
lacem

ent U
.S

. H
istory class

at W
est A

lbany H
igh S

chool visit the A
lbany R

egional M
useum

 to
do research on local history. S

tudents then w
rite a report on a sub-

ject approved by their teacher, E
verett H

artm
an. T

he accom
pany-

ing story on these pages by senior A
dam

 R
obertson is about the

W
illiam

 F. P
eacock H

ouse, w
hich w

as a com
m

unity landm
ark for

m
any years before being razed for a com

m
ercial site. 
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•Women•s Work• 
theme of event

In recognition of women’s history
month, the local chapter of the Ameri-
can Association of University Women
(AAUW) and the Albany Regional Mu-
seum joined together to present a pro-
gram on “Women’s Work,” March 12.

The program provided an historical,
literary and socioeconomic perspective
on women in the workplace. A cast of
individuals from both organizations
portrayed working women from the Al-
bany community’s past. The cast used
Museum exhibits as backgrounds for
their portrayals. More than 50 at-
tended the public event.

Among the historical figures por-
trayed were Christine Dunbar Monteith,
a member of the community’s founding
family; Abigail Scott Duniway, an Al-
bany millinery shop owner who led the
statewide effort for women’s right to
vote; Orah Harkness Buhl, an actress
and musician who traveled the early
1900s Chautauqua circuits; Sallie Welch
Chamberlain, wife of the Oregon gover-
nor from Albany; Naomi Althouse
Young, wife of one of the community’s
leading early day merchants; Bessie
Hale, proprietor of the Deluxe Shoe
Shine Parlor; Virginia Koos portrayed
herself as a former Linn County school
teacher; Doris Price, bookkeeper for an
1940s department store; Ianthe Smith,
who was a reporter and society editor
for the local newspaper for nearly 50
years; Shirley Smith portrayed herself
as a Timber Carnival competitor; and
Evelyn Burleson Waldren, an Albany
aviator in the 1930s and 1940s. The pro-
gram also included a reader’s theater of
poetry and excerpts from various writ-
ings that followed the workplace theme.
A presentation on pay equity issues con-
cluded the program.

Museum administrator Tami Sneddon welcomes AAUW members.

Shannon Leland-Willard 
as Doris Price, department 

store bookkeeper.

Virginia Koos as an Albany-
area school teacher.

Peggy Kowal as Naomi Young, wife
of store owner S.E. Young.

Denise Hughes-Tafen as Bessie
Hale, shoe shine parlor proprietor. 

Kim Sass as newspaper
society editor and

columnist Ianthe Smith.

AAUW program comes to Museum



Planning for the Albany Harvest
Home Carnival began in early summer
of 1901, and invitations went out to
camps in Portland, Eugene, Salem,
Brownsville, Crabtree, Lebanon, Mon-
mouth, Alsea, and Falls City. Organiz-
ers hoped for crowds as large as 3,000-
4,000 spectators. According to the Al-
bany Democrat’s account of the carni-
val, the local Woodmen eased the finan-
cial burden of the trip to Albany by se-
curing “reduced fares on all the
roads…and during the two days the toll,
by special arrangement with the city
council, will be taken off the bridge and
all travel over it will be free.”

Competitors came from throughout
the Willamette Valley to vie for cash
prizes. Woodsmen’s bands from Salem
and Albany played “splendid” music in
the streets, and two vocalists from
Portland entertained with “well-ren-
dered solos,” in the estimation of the
Democrat . Orators delivered their
speeches from a stage constructed on
the east side of the courthouse, while
the logging contests were conducted on
a platform behind the Alco Club on
Broadalbin Street. Dancers waltzed
the night away during the grand ball at
the Second Avenue armory. Other en-
tertainment included foot and bicycle
races, a tug of war, and a baseball game
between the Albany Ramblers and the
Portland Woodmen.

To mark the beginning of the celebra-
tion, the mayor of Albany, William H.
Davis, gave a noteworthy welcoming
address that prompted a reporter to de-
clare him “one of the best outdoor

speakers in the state.” The September
4 noon train from Portland delivered
other dignitaries, including Gov.
Theodore Geer, who delivered a brief,
warmly-received speech.

While the chopping and sawing con-
tests were similar to those of the later
Timber Carnival, the log rolling in-
volved no splashing, dunking, or swim-
ming. Instead, teams of six men com-
peted to see would be the swiftest to
roll a large log one hundred feet across
the Alco Club platform. The team from
Crabtree won with a time of 52 ½ sec-
onds and claimed the first-place prize
of $20, a considerable sum in that day.

The five-mile bicycle race, which ran
from the corner of First Avenue and
Lyon Street to the Oak Creek Bridge on
the Tangent Road and back, was
fiercely contested and featured three
stout Albany lads: Tom Alexander, Sam
Dolan and Tom Shea. Alexander was a
foreman for the Albany Democrat ,
Dolan made cigars for William Eagles’s
Ellsworth Street cigar company, and
Shea was an employee of the Corvallis
and Eastern Railroad.

The Democrat reported that Jim Rid-
dle, a “professional road rider” from
Monmouth and winner of several previ-
ous races won a $15 Kodak camera for
his first-place finish. Receiving a $5 bi-
cycle lamp for placing second was
“professional bicyclist” and trick rider
Bert Shaw of Salem.

Regrettably, while those people who
came to the celebration reportedly had
a wonderful time, attendance for the
carnival was less than anticipated, pos-
sibly owing to the timing of the event.
The Albany Democrat opined that the

carnival should have been scheduled
for late September because too many
people “are hop picking, others are har-
vesting, and people generally have just
returned from their summer outing and
hence have done all the going for the
season they desire.” However, a late
September date would have conflicted
with the Oregon State Fair of the era,
and crowds for the Albany gala would
surely have suffered accordingly.

Another, more fundamental, reason
for the modest success of the Harvest
Home Carnival is that logging and for-
est products were relatively unimpor-
tant here in 1901. Albany was a service
hub for the surrounding agricultural
community rather than a wood prod-
ucts center. The timber-themed show
was the idea of the local Woodmen and
did not necessarily mirror the interests
of the broader local population.

There is no record of the Willamette
Camp undertaking a reprise of the fete
the following year. A community celebra-
tion of the timber industry would have to
wait another four decades when Albany
had become a timber town. 
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MUSEUM
MEMBERSHIP

FORM
To renew or begin your annual 

membership, indicate the type and fill in 
the form below.

___Friends of the Museum $15
___Business $50
___Patrons $115
___Business Patrons $150
___History Circle $250
___I want to learn more about the 

Chautauqua Circle and Brenneman Society.

Amount enclosed  $__________________

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Name(s)______________________________

Address______________________________

City_____________________State________

Zip______ Phone______________________

E-mail_______________________________

The Museum is a nonprofit 
501 C-3 corporation.

Albany Regional Museum
136 Lyon St. S., Albany, OR 97321

(541-967-7122)  

www.armuseum.com

Small crowd took in timber festival
Continued from Page 1

Museum activities for the summer and fall include:
• Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m., historic cemetery tour, (sites yet to be deter-

mined.).
• Tuesday, August 9, 7 p.m., patron event, Flynn Building, second floor, First Av-

enue, Downtown Albany.
• Saturday, September 10, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Museum, Rhys Miller Classic fea-

turing Ford Thunderbirds.
• Tuesday, October 4, 5 p.m., annual membership meeting, Museum, 136 Lyon

St. S.
• More information on events: www.armuseum.com.

Calendar of events

Museum adds two names to memorial roll
The names of two longtime Albany residents were added to the Museum’s

memorial roll since the Winter 2011 newsletter.
They are Elizabeth Haddan and Margaret (Peggy) Boock.


